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Commentaries
Paper 1

Question 3

	1
	This candidate identifies a complex sentence (structure), the adjective ‘glad’, and the verb ‘ring’. The quotations are explained in relation to the question: ‘shows he was excited’, ‘showing he was loud’. This response is written as P.E.E. points. The last paragraph is slightly less successful than previous two but still valid. 

	Level 2: 4

	2
	The candidate discusses imagery and analyses words such as ‘sunny’ and the idea of pathetic fallacy. For structure, the candidate discusses the ‘Contrast’ and identifies that commas are used to control pace. This candidate weaves language and structure points together. There is some subtle analysis in this response e.g. of the word ‘darted’. 

	Level 3: 6 




Question 4

	3

	The candidate begins with evaluative language: ‘effectively’. The response analyses what is being ‘suggested’ within the quotations. Precise language is used to identify the effects: ‘feeling very down-trodden’ and carefully considers the influence of the reader. Most paragraphs have an evaluative summary sentence towards the end. The quality of the response is evident in the first paragraph.
Uses a range of evaluative language as it continues: cleverly, aptly etc. Many precise, embedded references. The candidate identifies techniques and effects, interprets and evaluates. Terminology is used to support the evaluation.
A wide range of thoughts and feelings are considered in response to the question. The candidate also identifies tone and mood. There is a subtle point about the contrast between Di and Florence’s parents. 
The candidate has an excellent critical overview of the whole extract. The response is sustained, well referenced, strongly evaluative and persuasive. 

	Level 5: 15

	4
	The response begins by analysing the ‘event’ of Di and Florence’s reunion with some supporting reference. The candidate then explores further the ‘idea’ of guilt: ‘perhaps this shows she feels regret…’.
Candidate then successfully examines the ‘theme’ of loneliness, analysing the reference to ‘a sole survivor’ as an ordeal leaving Florence vulnerable and isolated. 
The treatment of ‘setting’ lacks support and is less successful but still valid. There are generalised points about being ‘outdoors’, rather than focusing closely on the text. 
The selection of references not quite detailed enough for the top of the level.

	Level 4: 11



Paper 2
Question 3

	5
	This response also offers a mixture of explanation and exploration of both language and structure. There is secure explanation of the use of triadic structures in the opening paragraph. The candidate begins to explore the use of alliteration and contrast in vocabulary e.g. ‘snowy sheets’ and ‘phlegm’. The candidate moves on to recognition of tone with exploration of how sarcasm is used to bring humour to the extract. In the final paragraphs the quality of the response reverts to explanation in the discussion of the effect of the ‘ceiling stains’. ‘Best-fit’ places this response in Level 4 overall.  

	Level 4
Mark 11

	6
	This is a confident, sustained exploration of the text which begins to analyse the structure and tone of the extract as a whole. There is some precise analysis of language e.g. the grotesque sensory imagery and structure e.g. juxtaposition, supported by extensive and appropriate use of terminology.

This is a secure Level 5, which might have achieved full marks if some points had been developed more fully e.g. the comments on the metaphorical use of ‘icy fingers’ in the closing paragraph.

	Level 5
Mark 14



Question 6

	7
	Assured points are made which are supported by apt and discriminating references such as ‘this is contrasted with ‘the more vitriolic feedback’ as an ‘enraged guest’ describes…’. The candidate uses the SITE approach to evaluate the text. A detached critical overview is given such as ‘the effect that this has on the reader is that they will wonder whether some reviews are lying or exaggerating…’. This is not fully sustained throughout the whole response, however, which keeps the response from achieving full marks.
	Level 5
Mark 14


Question 7

	8
	7a - This is a fully synthesised response which covers both texts evenly and uses a range of evidence to support.  Detailed understanding is evident throughout. This may be a response that goes ‘above and beyond’.

7b – This is a confident answer with a sustained focus on perspectives. The candidate focuses on the viewpoint in the first paragraph of ‘an intending customer looking for immediate accommodation. Jacobs however writes about the reviews…’. The response goes on to analyse a range of ideas which are clearly referenced from both texts – for example, at the top of the second page where several discriminating references are given to support the point made at the start of the paragraph. There is a clear understanding of tone - ‘sardonic, ironic and self-deprecating tone’ - and the way in which this creates humorous detachment. In the final paragraph, this is balanced with an appreciation of the provenance of the second piece: ‘a more factual account, albeit from an overview of Trip Advisor’. The response is succinct and focused throughout – not a word is wasted!

	7a – Level 3, Mark 6

7b – Level 5, Mark 14


Total: 20
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